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species of wit very much attached to an Hibernian humorist), he soon scraped an acquaintance with his countrymen, and brought him out in the full blow of self-exhibition.37
The Irishman seems to have told the actors all his history in simple-minded honesty, while they, in return, abused his good nature by raillery and practical joking. It does not appear, however, that he had much in common with Sir Callaghan, except that he had been a soldier in the Prussian service; but perhaps he suggested to Macklin the notion of an Irish hero, which at this date was a new one, Irishmen being then invariably pourtrayed on the stage as designing and mercenary fortune-hunters. Macklin was so keen about embodying this chance Irishman as the hero of a comedy, that he instantly communicated his idea to Barry, who was sufficiently pleased with it to offer to play tbe hero, and sufficiently eager for the piece to be written to wager Macklin a " rump and dozen " that he would not produce a comedy in the course of three months.
" The wager," it is said, " was accepted ; and Macklin, according to his own account, produced a comedy of five acts, sketched out in plot and incidents without having all the parts of the dialogue filled up, in the course of six weeks, which Barry was so pleased with that he paid him his wager, Macklin pledging himself, at the same time, to finish it before the end of the season."
Macklin's earlier dramatic ventures had suffered, as we have seen, from hasty writing and scamped workmanship. He had learned at last that the dialogue of a play must be crisp, pointed, and rapid, and he was so far convinced of this as to be able to take the advice of his friends, and cut down his five acts to two.
" His first design was to make it a play of five acts, and he disposed the business of it in this manner. However,